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ORDINATION SERMON. 


ACTS XXVI. 25. 


AND HE SAID I AM NOT MAD, MOST NOBLE FESTUS ; BUT 
SPEAK FORTH THE WORDS. OF TRUTH AND SOBERNESS. 


| Gain T Paul, that an champion of 
the chriſtian cauſe, ſcarce ever appears in a more 


graceful and dignified attitude, than in his occaſional 


addreſſes to the great men of his time in defence of the 
goſpel. This obſervation is eminently veriſied by 
his apology before King Agrippa in the preceding 
part of this chapter. His ſpeech on this occaſion is 
one of the moſt, finiſhed models of infinuating, yet 
manly eloquence. It diſplays to great advantage the 
ſcholar, the gentleman, the chriſtian, and the Apoſ- 
tle. After paying to the King a tribute of reſ- 
pect equally honeſt and engaging, he gives him 
a plain and artleſs narrative of his own life ; of 
his ſtrict and devout converſation, while a Jewiſh 
Phariſee ; of his zealous oppoſition to chriſtianity, 
and perſecution of its votaries, in conformity to an 


erroneous and perverted judgment; of his extraor- 
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dinary converſion to the faith of Jeſus, and commil- - 
ſion to TY, and propagate it both among Jews and 
Gentiles; and of 255 conſequent hen and ſuffer- 
ings in his Maſter's ſervice. 

This modeſt and ſerious, yet highly Wen and 
wonderful account is rudely interrupted by Feſtus, 
the Roman Governor of judea; who loudly ex- 
claims, * Paul, thou art beſide thyſelf; much learn- 
ing doth make thee mad.“ As if he had ſaid, * Paul, 
thy extravagant diſcourſe. concerning the ſufferings 
and reſurrection of one Jeſus, his appearance and com- 
miſſion to thee at Damaſcus, and the light and ſalva- 
tion which the world. is to receive from his doarine, 
is evidently the offspring of an overheatedꝰ and diſ- 
tracted brain, produced by too intenſe ſtudy of the 
ancient prophecies and traditions of thy nation.” 

The text is part of the Apoſtle” s reply to this un- 
grounded and indecent charge; ; I AM Nor MAD, 
MOST NOBLE FEsrus; BUT: SPEAK. FORTH THE 
wonbs or TRUTH AND SOBERNESS. What inexpreſ- 
fable beauty and grandeur ſurround this temperate, 
polite, yet reſolute anſwer ! What a delicate and ex- 
alted triumph does the priſoner at the bar obtain over 
the inſolent madneſs of his accuſer on the bench of 
judgment! And what an excellent pattern is here 
preſented to the ordinary profeſſors and miniſters of 
the goſpel, eſpecially at a period, when too many are 
found attacking chriſtianity, and its faithful adherents, 


with as little candor or decorum, as was exhibited by 
their noble Predeceſſor [ 
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Ik will not ed be deemed foreign from the 
picks. occaſion; if we diſtinctly mark both the matter 
and the ſpirit of Paul's defence in the text, and apply 
them as a general directory for all; who we. et hop 
in teaching or defending the goſpel. 
The matter of the Apoltle's reply amounts to a 
denial of the charge of madneſs, and a declaration 


that his preceding ſtory was founded in ſober truth. 


The original word tranſlated son EAN x85 preciſely 


fignifies SOUNDNESS Or MIND, and ſtands directly 


oppoſed to the mental diſtraction imputed to the 
ſpeaker. The words of truth and foberneſs, there- 
fore, intend the declarations of a ſound underſtanding 
and an honeſt heart ; declarations equally pure from 
fraud, abſurdity, or frantic deluſion. 

But what evidence have we that\Paul' 8 account or 
his converſion and apoſtolic function, as well as his 
general doctrine, agrees with this deſcription; that 
it is not the reſult either of wild enthuſiaſm, or ob 
wicked impoſture ? The queſtion is proper and'mo- 


mentous, and has an intimate connexion with the ſo- 


lemnity before us. For the extraordinary hiſtory and 
excellent writings of this Apoſtle compoſe more than 
half of the New Teſtament ; and while the former 
preſents a ſhort and convincing proof of the divine 
truth and power of the goſpel, the latter diſplay 
its peculiar doctrines in a light far more complete 
and glorious than any other part of the chriſtian can 
on. The miniſtrations, therefore, of our religious 
teachers, as well as the evangelical exerciſes, comforts; 


and hopes of their faithful hearers, muſt be peculiarly 
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8 
indebted, under God, to his apoſtolic labors, and 


therefore mult he deeply intereſted in the queſtion 


before us. We likewiſe claim, a fpecial relation to 
Paul, as the prime miniſter of Chriſt to the Gentile 
nations. On this ground we, as the offspring of heath- 
en anceſtors, view.ourlelyes, as à part of his peculiar 
charge, and our chriſtian miniſters as his ſucceſſors 
and ſons in the. goſpel. While, therefore, we feel a 
ſacred obligation to yield a a filial reſpe& to the in- 
ſtruktions and example of this our arosToLIC F. ATH= 
ER, we feel ourſelves equally concerned to vindicate 


his character from the imputation of falſhood and 


madneſs. _ 
Now that Paul really ſpoke the words of truth and 


ſoberneſs in the account preſented in this chapter, 
and in the general ſeries of his preaching and writ- 
ings, is evident from many topics of argument. 

In his addreſs to King Agrippa, viewed in con- 
nexion with a preceding ſimilar ſpeech to his coun- 
trymen, we find him openly aſſerting a train of facts, 
and appealing to the whole nation of the Jews, to 
their chief prieſts and elders, and finally to his royal 
judge, for their undeniable truth. The principal fas, 
related were ſo circumſtanced, that their truth or 
falſehood muſt have been certainly and generally 
known. | His former. rage againſt chriſtianity, and 
bis ſudden converſion to it, with the leading events, 


which produced, accompanied, and followed that 


converſion, mult, according to his own narration, 
have been matters of great notoriety. If, there- 
fore, his account had been falſe, the cheat muſt have 


been quickly detected and cruſhed by the combined 
teſtimony of his companions in the memorable jour - 
ney to Damaſcus; of the family in which helfird lodg- 
ed in that city, of the perſon whois menticdund as 
the inſtrument of miraculouſly reſtoring his fight, 
and confering upon him extraordinary powers in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, and of thoſe, in general, who, 
ſaw and heard him after the date of his pretended 
converſion; Would an impoſtor of common under- 
ſtanding have openly riſked his cauſe and his life on 
a ſtory, the falſity of which muſt have been inſtantly 
expoſed ? Would he have confidently appealed to 
the tribunal of the public, yea, of his powerful accuſ- 
ers and judges; for its manifeſt truth? Would he 
have renewed this appeal many years after tke com- 
mencement of his impoſture, when his numerous and 
fagacious foes had long enjoyed every deſirable ad- 
vantage for diſcovering and defeating it ? And would 
a well informed judge and king have implicitly allow- 
ed the truth of his account, and the Juſtice of his ap- 
peal, and been almoſt perſuaded by them to embrace 
his ended revelation? The plain ſenſe of every 
| ſober man inſtantly puts its negative on theſe queſ- 
tions. Our * then could not be guilty of de- 
liberate fraud. 5 | 
Let us now ee oath hin condudt can be ration- 
ally imputed to enthuſiaſtic madneſs. But this ſup- 
poſition is immediately confuted by the ſuperior 
wiſdom, calmneſs, and decency of his language and 
behavior on this and other trying occaſions, as well as 
by the general complexion of his actions and writings ; 
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which difplay an extent of knowledge, a ſoundneſs of 
judgment, a prudence and delicacy of addreſs, a ſpir · 
it of Kutallicy, condeſcenſion and charity, totally in- 
IO with the dito 3 fanatic delu- 
on: 1 4 +4 8. tt oy vil F117 

We add that a foirit of enthufaſm — . 
on the imagination of its ſubject conformably to his 
preſent ſentiments and paſſions. Now the ideas, af - 
fections, and prejudices, of Paul, when he went to 
Damaſcus, were , ſtrongly oppoſed to chriſtianity; 
and the extirpation of this hated religion was the fav- 
orite object of his journey. If in fuch a poſture of, 
mind his imagination | had preſented to him a celeſtial 


viſion, it muſt have been of ſuch a complexion, as ſmil- 
ed upon his preſent enterpriſe, and erowned it with 


the extraordinary benediction of heaven. A viſion, 
therefore, condemning his perſecution of the chriſ- 
tians, and leading him inſtantly to abjure his former 
principles and copdutt, and to profels and teach a 
religion, which, to that moment, he had been eager to 


deſtroy, muſt have originated, notfrom the ache of 
fancy, but from a diviner ſource... 


We may alſo aſk thoſe ene 1 wi Feb 


tus, aſcribe this preternatural appearance to the force 


of a diſtempered brain; we may aſk them, whether 
the phrenſy of one man could inſtantly communicate 
its contagion to a conſiderable number of fellow tray- 
ellers, ſo as to delude even their bodily ſenſes, at 

noon- day, into the fancied ſight of an extraordinary, 
overpowering. glory, ſufficient to ſtrike them all to 
the ground with amazement and terror? We may 


1 2 
farthes atk, =_q ſuck a wild illuſion inſpire the + | 
mind of. Pau]. with. ſuch a ſober.and excellent, ſyſtem. 
of doctrine, as he aſterwards preached? Could it give 
his preaching and epililes that tranſcendent authority 
and ſucceſs, with which they. were attended ? Could. 
it endow-him with ſupernatural gifts and powers, and 
enable him inſtantly to communicate them to others? 
It might poſſibly, indeed, inveſt him with the imagi- 
nary poſſeſſion of theſe flattering prerogatives ; ; but 
his firſt attempt to exert them muſt have cured the 
pleaſing delirium, or at leaſt. have expoſed his pre- 
tenſions to utter contempt. 

The concluſion, therefore, which forces itſelf upon 
us is, that Paul's account in this chapter is a true and 
ſober ſtatement of fats, and conſequenily that the 
chriſljan religion is a divine revelation.“ | 


There are but two ways, in which infidelity can poſſibly avoid this con- 
clufion, i in favor of the goſpel. One i is, by pleading that the events which 
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happened to Paul at Damaſcus, though admitted to be ſas, were not a direct 
and full proof of chriſtianity, nor a ſufficient reaſon for his haſty converſion 
to it, But let it be confidered that theſe facts were not only ſupernatural, 
but divine atteſtations to the miſſion and doctrine of Chriſt. For, in the firſt 
place, Paul and his company ſaw a beavenly light or Hining cloud, which 
among, the Jews was the known ſy mbol of Jznovan's preſence, and was ſtyl- 
ed the Ihe hinab, or the glory of the Lord. Accordingly, they all fell on their 
faces, not only through terror, but as an uſual token of reſpe&t to ſuch a di- 
vine manifeſtation. Secondly, Paul ſaw a glorious human form in this cloud, 
and heard a voice iſſuing from it, which aſſured him that the perſon thus ap- 
pearing and ſpeaking was Jeſus of Nazareth, and that the oppoſition then 
made to chriſtianity was a perſecution of himſelf. Thus Paul had ſenſible 
de monſttation of the preſence and divine glory of the riſen Redeemer, and 
of the truth and divinity of his goſpel. Thirdly, he was ſtruck blind by this 
zlorjous light, and, in anſwerto his prayer toJeſusof Nazareth, was miraculouſ- 
ly cured by one of his diſciples ſent, to him for that purpoſe. Fourthly, his 
underſtanding was ſupernaturally inſpired with a complete knowledge of the 
chriſtian doctrine; ; his heart was wonderfully changed by. its influence ; and 
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If we now direct our attention to the general 
| DocTRINE of chriſtianity, as preached by this Apoſ- 

tle, and the other extraordinary miniſters of the goſ- 

pel, we find it admirably correſponding with the de- 
ſcription before us. We behold in it a ſyſtem of 
truths rational and practical, intereſting and . 
It harmonizes with the: beſt dictates of our own un- 


— 


his baptiſm into this new religion was attended with an extraordinary ef- 
fuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, preparing him to preach, confirm, and defend the 
gaſpel in the | moſt convincing and ſucceſsful manner. Surely this aggregate | 
ol divine teſtimonies in favor of chriſtianity was abundantly ſufficient to con- 
vince any rational mind of its heavenly original. The evidence which our 
religion derives from the extraordinary converſion af Paul will ſtrike us with 
additional force, if we attend to his character, ſituation, and proſpects, be fore 
that event; his ſuperior ſenſe and learning, i integrity and devotion ; his pop- 
ularity and influence among the Jews; his remarkable attachment to their 
religion, and incredulity reſpecting the chriſtian ; of conſequence, his, vaſt 
ſacrifices both of a worldly and religious nature, and voluntary expoſ- 
ure of himſelf to the moſt terrible evils, by profeſſing and preaching / 
the, goſpel. To all which we may add his ardent, laborious and perſever- 
ing zeal in this new profeſſion, joined with conftant proofs of an excellent 
underſtanding and heart; together with the ſerene fortitude, elevation, and Joy 
inſpired by his religion 2mid extraordinary trials both in life and in death. 
Theſe circumſtances, combined with the unparalleled credit and happy effects 
of his doctrine in his own and ſucceeding generations, furniſh the moſt inuſ. 
trious and ſatisfactory proof of the truth and power of the goſpel. Fu 14.4 
The only reſource, therefore, left to the oppoſers of revelation is the plea, 

that theſe pretended facts relative to Paul are an after forgery. But, not to 
inſiſt on the common and juſt obſervation, that this pretence ſets afide every 
principle, by which ancient facts and writings can be authenticated, it may 
ſuffice to re mark that it involves the abſurd and incredible ſuppoſition,” that 
within about a century after Chriſt's aſcenſion a very large proportion of the 
chriſtian churches were made to believe that they were originally planted by 
the preaching and miracles of Paul, and had received from him extraordi- 
nary gifts and inſpired letters, when there was no foundation in truth for ſuch 
a belief ; yea, that the whole chriſtian world was deluded into a perſuaſion 
that it had poſſeſſed, from the beginning, an authentic hiſtory of the conver- 
flon, travels and ſucceſsful labors of this Apoſtle, written by his contemporary 
Luke, when! it could not but know that it had never ſeen nor heard * ſuch 
a hiſtory, till the ſuppoſed forgery appeared ! ! 
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derſtandings. It ſuits the various exigencies of our 
lapſed condition. It confirms the wiſhes, hopes, and 
fears of nature, by annexing pardon to repentance, a 


future reward to ſincere though imperfe& holineſs, 
and final miſery'to impenitent vice. It at once en- 


lightens and purifies; humbles and conſoles, ſtrength- 


ens and exalts the mind of man. This excellent ſpi- 
rit, this ennobling and comforting operation of the 
chriſtian doctrine, and its wonderful agreement with 
the moſt. refined ſentiments and. feelings of the virtu- 
ous heart, are an internal and:-moſt delightful evi- 
dence of its truth. This evidence is exceedingly 
heightened by the apparent candor, fimplicity and 
goodneſs.of the writers of the New Teſtament, and by 
the general meanneſs of their previous. condition, ed- 
ucation, and capacities, compared with the ſtriking 
grandeur, originality, and perlafan of the 1 
which their writings unfold. | 
The peculiar eee the apo} commu- 
nicates its inſtruction, is equally accommodated to 
the preſent ſtate of man with the doctrine itſelf. It 
teaches and enforces its truths, not by nice philoſo- 
phical. explications and reaſonings, which few could 
underſtand, but by plain and ſtriking facts; by ſuch 
facts as not only prove the divine miſſion of the 
teacher, and thus give his meſſage a peculiar author- 
ity and influence over the human mind, but alſo ex- 
emplify his doctrines in a familiar and viſible man- 


ner. It preſents ſpiritual truths to the ſenſes and 


imaginations of, men, not only by dreſſing them in 
imagery borrowed from ſenſible objects, but by giv- 


5 vp 


us 1 
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ing them a preſent or anticipated exiſtence iti viſible 


examples. Thus it exemplifies the power of Chriſt 
to forgive fins by the open exerciſe of that power in 
delivering men from the ſenſible penal effects of tranſ- 
greſſion. It illuſtrates his ability and readineſs to 
cure the moſt inveterate diſeaſes of the mind, and. to 
emancipate it from the tyranny of ſatan, by his mi- 
raculoufly healing analogous and equally obſtinate 
_ diſtempers of the body, and releaſing it from the pow- 
er of malignant ſpirits. It confirms the great doctrine 
of the final reſurrection by inſtances of dead perſons 
reſtored to life. It illuſtrates and aſcertains the fu- 
ture glorious reſurrection and reward of the faithful 
by the public triamphant riſing and aſcenſion of their 
Head, and by his repeated appearances in his glorifi- 
ed humanity to ſeveral of his primitive miniſters. It 
clothes even the nature and perfeQions of the DEI- 
TY with a kind of viſible body, in the perſon, char- 
acter, and works of his Son; inſomuch that the diſ- 
courſes and miracles of the Savior, joined with the 
leading traits of his temper and deportment, are an 
expreſs repreſentation, a mild and ſoftened 'refulgence: 
of the divine glory. It elucidates and enforces its 
moral precepts by the perfect life of its Founder, which 
was at once a familiar exhibition of the moral excel- 
lence of God, and a complete and moſt engaging pat - 
tern of thoſe virtues, which adorn and conſummate 
the character of man. 

As the internal conſtitution of cheifdivaity exbib- 
its ſuch genuine characters of divine wiſdom and be- 
nevolence; ſo its external evidence is a plain and 
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convincing appeal to all ſober and honeſt inquirers. 

When, in the glaſs of authentic goſpel hiſtory, we ſee 
the Author of our religion, by one powerful word, 
.calming the boiſterous elements, and giving ſight, 
health, life, to the blind, the ſick, and the dead, we 
behold exertions of the ſame power and ſovereign 
dominion, which created and governs the world; and 
thus have ſenſible demonſtration both that there is a 
God, and that the chriſtian revelation is his offspring. 
When we contemplate the vaſt ſyſtem of prophecy 
diſplayed in the Bible, a ſyſtem which embraces the 
general train of events from the beginning to the end 
of the world, and ſee many branches of it exactly 
accompliſhed; we have a viſible proof both that the 
volume of {cripture and the events of the univerſe are 
the work of one all- comprehending mind, and meet 
in one harmonious and mighty plan, and that the 
remaining parts of the prophetic ſcheme, which re- 
ſpect the future ſcenes of time and of eternity, will, 

in their proper order, be punctually verified. 

Having conſidered the matter of Paul's declaration, 
let us ſee how far it concerns chriſtian miniſters in 
general, eſpecially thoſe of the preſent age. 

To vindicate and recommend the goſpel as a ration- 
al and divine ſyſtem muſt ever be a main branch of 
the miniſterial function. A ſingular combination of 
circumſtances renders a careful attention to this ob- 
_ ef peculiarly ſeaſonable and momentous at the pre- 
ſent day. The revival and progreſs of free inquiry, 
of human and divine ſcience, of civil and ſacred lib- 
erty, have, in many inſtances, been accompanicd with 
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a haſty and extreme contempt of ctabliſhed religions 
opinions and forms as ſuperſtitious or fanatical, and 
by too eaſy a tranſition, of the chriſtian religion and 
prieſthood in general, as the produktion either of 
-cantiing ambition or of enthuſiaſtie folly. This un- 
happy feature eminently marks the preſent counte- 
nance of a great part of the old world, and begins to be 
viſible in the face of the new. To this we may add, 
the late proſperous ſtate of our country has, by furn- 
iſhing the means, given birth and nouriſhment to an 
exceſſive taſte for worldly ſplendor, amuſement, and 
ſenſual indulgence, and to various forms of impiety 
and corruption; and thus, by natural conſequence, has 
produced a vigorous and too ſucceſsful effort to con- 
form the religious and moral principles of the age to 
its proud and vicious propenſities. It is, therefore, 
of peculiar importance that the clergy of the preſent 
day ſhould poſſeſs an accurate and familiar acquaint- 


ance with the ground on which they ſtand, with the 
nature, evidence, and mutual connexion of natural 


and revealed religion; that they may be able to ex- 
plain, defend and enforce them to the greateſt advan- 
tage. Now as the religion of nature is beſt ſupport- 
ed by appealing to the manifeſt conſtitution and 
courſe of things in the ſyſtem around us; ſo perhaps 
the moſt eaſy and fuceſsful method of defending chriſ- 
tianity, at leaſt of ſatisfying or filencing the bulk of 
inquirers, is by appealing to preſent. notorious facts. 
I humblyconceive that the whole evidence of revealed 
religion may be Happily ny to 1 n to- 
pic. For 199 


2 
Why do we tredit the teſtimony of thoſe witneſſes, 
who have publiſhed the extraordinary facts of the goſs 
pel ? It is becauſe our own conſciouſneſs and daily 
obſervation aſſure us of the credibility of human teſ- 
timony ſo circumſtanced, and of the ſafety and nereſ- 
ſity of acting upon it in our moſt weighty concerns: 
From what we conſtantly feel in ourſelves, and ob- 
ſerve in others, we know that it is incompatible 
with human nature voluntarily to profeſs, act, and 
ſuffer ,as many thouſands of chriftian converts did in 
the firſt days of the goſpel, unleſs they were certain 
of its miraculous proofs. The preſent exiſtence and 
reputation of the evangelic hiftory ſo many ages 
after its firſt publication, and the many monuments 
of its truth fill fubſiſting among us, are ſtanding 
public atteſtations of its claim to our belief. The 
exiſtenee of a chriſtian Sabbath, and of a ſacramental 
feaſt, in memory of the crucified and riſen Savior; 
and of a fele& order of men to feed and rule his flock, 
can never be accounted for on any other principle 
than the truth of thoſe facts, W theſe TY 
proclaitm. = 

If the evidence of ancient ſcriptural 145 may be 
thus reſolved into preſent appearances, much more 
may the proof ariſing from prophecy. When we be- 
bold the obvious agreement of the preſent, as well as 
paſt ſtate bf the church and world with the predictions 
of the Bible, particularly, with reſpect to the ſingular 
charaQer and ſtate of the Jews, the extraordinary 
preſervation of the chriſtian intereſt, the decline and 
faſt approaching — of Antichriſt, and the 


8 


i" 


manifeſt preparations of divitie providence for #fu- 
ture more glorious epoch in the hiſtory of man; we 
have, as was hinted above, a ſenſible demonſtration 
of the divinity both of thoſe propheticr epreſentations, 
and of the general fyſtem to which they belong. 
"The preſent exiſtence and beneſicent influence of 
chriſtianity in a conſiderable part of the world, com- 
pared with the fate and ſucceſs of other (inſtitutions 
in ancient or modern times, are another ſtanding 
proof of its divine original: for no other adequate 
cauſe can be aſſigned either for its firſt and general 
reception, its permanent eſtabliſhment, or its unriv- 
alled efficacy in — the W n and 
civil ſtate of mankind. Rn 
Finally, the exiſtence of the Bible itſelf is e 
important fact, which proclaims its divinity. For 
the aſpect of this book, at firſt view, is peculiar and 
noble. Its narrations, characters, and whole contex- 
ture have the natural air of truth. Its ſtyle or man- 
ner, like that of the volume of creation, poſſeſſes a 
fimplicity, an unaffected charm and majeſty, which 
have never been equalled. The plainneſs and par- 
ticularity of its hiſtory; the circumſtantial variations, 
yet important agreement of its writers; their conſpi- 
.cuous humility, integrity, benevolence, and piety, 
compared with their ſolemn pretenſions to a divine 
commiſſion ;* above all, the character of Jeſus Chriſt 
as drawn in the New Teſtament ; a character ſo orig- 
inal and fo perfect, that the ſimple and unlettered * 
penmen could not of themſelves have imagined any 
thing like it, much leſs have uniformly ſupported its 
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dignity; and therefore muſt have copied it from real 
like; a character, whoſe whole complexion is remote 
from every appearance both of enthuſiaſm and impol- 
ture; the ſingular matter, ſpirit, and dreſs of our 
Savior's diſcourſes, joined with the finiſhed ſcheme 
of truth and duty delivered by him and his Apoſtles; 
theſe, and many other facts, involved in the exiſtence 


of the Bible, conſtantly appeal to our eee | 


and hearts for its truth and divinity. _ | 

As chriſtianity at large may thus be —— ſup- 
ported by pointing the ſenſes, reaſon, and moral feel- 
ings of men to a train of preſent appearances; ſo its, 
leading doctrines, duties, and ſanctions may be beſt 
recommended and enforced by ſimilar methods, or 
by repreſentations, which, as far as the ſubject will 
admit, carry in them an appeal to the ſound dictates, 
or the evident experience of the human mind. Per- 
mit me modeſtly to illuſtrate this remark by — 


lar examples. 


The goſpel ne wy alerts the 3 of 
our fallen nature to be a ſtate of deplorable ignorance, 
corruption, and guilt ; a ſtate, in which natural light 
and mere law can neither ſatisfy the inquring mind, 
relieve the accuſing conſcience, nor purify the cor- 
rupted heart. This repreſentation. of human deprav- 
ity and miſery is the-baſis of the evangelical ſcheme 
of mercy. But it is not peculiar to revelation. - It 
is matter of conſtant experience and obſervation. . It 


is ſanctioned by the univerſal hiſtory of man. It is 


echoed by the plaintive acknowledgments of the beſt 
human charQers. The chriſtian miniſter, therefore, 


and thus hold up to the conſciences of bis bearers: 


faithfal mirror, in which every deſcription of human 
ſinners may ſee its own likeneſs, and be ptopetly 


alarmed and humbled at the fight, At the dame 


— 


time he will aim at fuch a ſober repreferitation ui hu. 
man nature, as may neither impeach the moral char. 
acter of its author, nor contradict the voice of daily 


experience; as may not ſeem to injure or to leave 
out a great part of mankind, or to diſcourage convict- 


ed diſtreſſed offenders from n n offers 
ed relief. 10 2 
That God has ſent his ON LY ee — into 
our world, to enlighten and reform, to comfort and 


ſave it, is another moſt important truth delivered in 
the goſpel, a truth which conſtitutes its diſtinguiſhing. 
glory. The ſacred writers plainly aſſert the divine 
dignity of the Savior, his real and. miraculous mearnas 
tion, the atoning virtue of his obedience and death, 


his glorious exaltation, and his important offices as 


Teacher and Advocate, as Ruler and judge of. the 
world. It becomes the chriſtian miniſter to preſent - 


thefs. doctrines in their native ſcriptural. dreſs; in 


their weighty practical import; not as a curious 


chain of metapbylical ſpeculations, but as intereſting. 


facts plainly declared in the inſpired hiſtory, and 


pliſhing the moſt glorious and benevolent purpoſes. 


forming à grand ſcheme of providence for accom-. 


The air of wonderful incomprehenſible grandeur, or 


of unfathomable counſel and operation, which fur- 


rounds thele facts, gives them a more ſtriking correſ- 


poadencs fo che grmerdl nature dud: Works of the in- 
finite Being, as well 86 f0 the exigences of apoſtate 
man, which: required an inſtructor, a reformet, a re- 
aonciling ſacrifice,” far 3 * an which the 
world had previouſly. known. 
The reſtoration of our diſordered: things & to: 1 
harmony, purity and joy by the agency of a bIvIVI 
Santmrrner, AND! COMFORTER, is another branch 
of this revealed plan of - providence... In explaining 
this momentous point the ſober inſtructor will place 
the neceffity; the manner, ànd the fruits of this ſuper- 
natura agency in a light, which may give it a moſt 
rational and comforting afpett ; which may encour- 
_ humble activity of the creature, while it fixes 
kris dependence on the Rp MR inlftucnce 
df the Creator. 7000 r 
In ſtating being the Suche of chritiavit 
the: evangehcal toacher will point out their intimate 
connexion with its doctrines. He will ſhow that 
theſe duties, even ſuch of them as are moſt peculiar, 
immediately reſult from thoſe facts or relations, which 
the goſpel reveals, and in this view are neceflary 
branches of maral virtue or natural obligation; and 
ton ſequently that the ſerious and fervent practice of 
them is requiſite both to evidence and promote a tr 
ly honeſt and excellent character, On this gro 
he will illuſtrate the eſſential ſitneſs and importar 
fupreme love to God, cordial faith in the Me-“ 
grateful ſubmiſſion to the ſanctifying Spirit, þ 
and repentancefor fin, tender and beneficent a 
to one another; conſtant axdor, clevation, an 


uy 


the purſuit and proſpect of chriſtian perfection and 
glory. He will- juſtify inward vital chriſtianity, in 
its higheſt exerciſes and enjoyments, from the imput- 
ation of weakneſs' or phrenzy, by the unſpeakable 
magnitude of its objects and motives, as well as by the 
peculiar condition and frame of its ſubjects, whoſe 
affections, as well as underſtandings, may with reaſon 
be ſupremely engaged by ſuch ſuitable, intereſting, 
and glorious diſcoveries as the goſpel preſents. On 
the ſame principles will he vindicate the zeal of 
faithful miniſters in preſſing theſe truths and duties 
on their fellow ſinners and chriſtians. In a word, 
he will ſhow that every part of goſpel morality is ra- 
tional and noble, and directly conducive to our preſ- 
ent and future felicity. He will repreſent even the 
ceremonial duties of our religion as expreſſive ſigns 
and powerful inſtruments of good moral diſpoſitions, 
as well as important tothe exiſtence of aviſible church 
and of public chriſtian 'worſhip, which are fo bene- 
ficiab to the civil and moral ſtate of human ſociety, 
and ſo neceſſary to the nurture and preparation of 
individuals for a nobler and happier exiſtence. 
PFinally, he will repreſent the ſanctions of the goſ- 
vel, drawn from a future endleſs retribution, as but 
'ouder echo to the voice of natural equity, of com- 
\ reaſon and experience, and as benevolently 
ted to ſeize the-moſt powerful ſprings of human 
y, and engage them in the cauſe of virtue and 
Ality. | 7 e 
ing largely contemplated the matter of miniſ- 
aty, let us briefly advert to the srixIr or 
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MANN A, in which it ſhould be performed. Of this 
we have a noble pattern in the text. The ſeveral 
beauties of this model ſhould be ſtudiouſly 1 by 
all 3 miniſters. 

Like Paul, they ſhould be . of chriſtian 
cIvILITY. As he gives to Feſtus the honorary title 
of his office, and addreſſes him in a ſtyle of decent 
and manly reſpeQ ; ſo it becomes his ſucceſſors care- 
fully to exhibit, in their ſocial intercouſe, the courte- 
ous ſpirit of their religion, by treating the various 
claſſes of men agreeably to the innocent forms of 
civil decorum, and preſerving on all occaſions that 
mild, humble, unaffected dignity, which will neither 
flatter the greateſt, nor — * the loweſt of 
human beings. 

With this ſhould be united a certain Id DEP EN 
DENT FIRMNESS AND MAGNANIMITY. As Paul's 
ſingle aim was to honor his maſter and ſave the ſouls 
of men, ſo the grandeur of his object communicated 
an habitual elevation to his ſentiments and conduct, 
and rendered them nobly ſuperior to all worldly con- 
ſiderations. The proſpect or experience of ridicule, 
perſecution, or the greateſt temporal evils, far from 
damping, rather gave new vigor to his chriſtian hero- 
iſm. Unawed by the preſence or oppoſite principles 
of an auguſt and brilliant auditory, in which a King 
preſided, he gives them the ſame honeſt account of 
his converſion and doQrine, which he had before de- 
livered to the -Jewiſh populace, and with ſteady cour- 
age maintains the truth, when reproached and derided 
by a Governor. The fame greatneſs of ſoul marks 
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his bahaviot obere Felix, when called to addreſs him 
as a chriſtian preacher. Inſtead of gratifying his cu» 
rious taſte, or courting his applauſe and protection, 
though his temporal freedom and comfort were in his 
power, he with equal dexterity: and maguanimity 
points out the evil of thoſe vices, to which that Mas 
giſtrate was notoriouſly addicted, enforces his admo- 
nitions by the terrors of a judgment to come, and 
applies his ſubject with ſuch authority, as to make 
Felix tremble on the ſcat of judgment! What a glo- 
rious pattern for the clergy of the preſent day! A 
conſiderable portion of the ſame independent and reſ- 
olute ſpirit is effential, to their fidelity. Without it 
they will be apt to keep back unpalatable truths and 
duties however important; and to ſpare the favors 
ite vices of their hearers, eſpecially of thoſe, on whoſe 
ſmiles their temporal circumſtances chiefly depend. 
But this inflexible firmneſs muſt everbe tempered 
with 8ENI@NiTY AND Love. The courage of our 
Apoſtle was the effect, not of a fierce unfeeling tem- 
per, but of tender and ardent good-will to his breth- 
ren of mankind. What an effuſion of generous and 
glowing benevolence is his reply to King Agrippa, 
who had profeſſed himſelf almoſt perſuaded to become 
a chriſtian, I wouri»y 10 Gop, THAT NOT ONLY 
THOU, BUT ALSO ALL THAT HEAR ME THIS DAY 
WERE BOTH ALMOST AND ALTOGETHER SUCH as I 
AM EXCEPT. THESE BONDS! Nothing can be more 
congenial or more eſſential to the employment of a 
chriſtian miniſter than this fervent charity. This 
will animate and ſweeten, recommend and enforce 


his publit and private labors, will draw forth his con- 
deſcending paſtoral offices to the young, the poor, 
and afflicted of his flock and ſtudiouſſy accomodate 
his miniſtritions to their various capacities, tempers, 
and conditions. Which leads us to add that 
{PRvDENCE is another ſtriking trait in the deſcrip- 
tion of a goſpel teacher. Saint Pauli ever paid a wiſe. 
and delicate attention to the proper decorum and 
dignity of his character. To this end he maintained 
a ſtrict diſcipline over his paſſions which were natural 
ly ardent, nicely attended to characters, places, and 
cireumſtances , and ſłilfully adapted himſelf. to the 
diverſiſied prejudices and infirmities of mankind, 
that by theſe handles, he might, if poſſible, draw them 
over to the ſtandard of Chriſt. His ſedate and wiſe 
deportment recorded in this chapter, his delicate and 
maſterly addreſs to the Athenians, his accommodating 
behavior both to Jews and Gentiles, to the weak 
and the ſtrong, furniſh a very inſtructive example of 
that laudable miniſterial prudence, which aims to 
pleaſe men in order to profit them, which by hon- 
orable condeſcenſions and ſacrifices ſeeks general favor 
and eſteem merely as an engine of extenſive uſeful- 
neſs, while it ſcorns thoſe verſatile popular arts, 
which facrifice the approbation of God and of con- 
ſcience to the idol of unmerited human applauſe. 
With this prudence ſhould be joined a wer 
TEMPERED ZEAL for chriſtianity and its important 
truths. This eminently diſtinguiſhes Paul's defence 
in this chapter, as well as the whole tenor of his min- 


iſterial conduR. ' His zeal every where burns and 
* D 
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ſhine ;:bdvfit iswitti'velear anibgentle fame! Fhe 
muſt infolent or cruel attacks! from the fenen of) 
the goſpel could not provoke hir to bitter recrimina 
tis He employs no other weapons to defendant! 
propagat& his maſteris:caufe, Butithble of iuſſirncti dm 
argumeht; and perſaaſion,:thforced byrawexempliry 
chriſtiah life. Happy had it deen forthe churab 
and the world if thecchriſtian priethoad and other 
defenders-cof the faith) had always contenthd them- 
felves with the fame mode of (procedure: Our reli- 
gion, far from either needing or countenancing, o. 
detnns and ſpurns all intolerintb and compulſary 
meafhres. She requires her public: officers indeed: 
to ſapport her cauſe; with earneſtneſs and vigor a but 
atitke fame time with that noble moderation and ten- 
derneſv, Which ſuit Her genius arld principles, which 
are due to her moe decent or waveting oppoſers, 
ald w Heh prudente and compaſſion: detnandꝭ even to 
Her fcoffirts arid vir ulent ſoes. 2330127 91 Bus 
IA word; 4 S0pttMEgetnrtibeiounisrian ig” 
TY-is the crowning feature in the character before us. 
Pauls heart was ſubjected to the: golpel andcac- 
quaimted with its Tinpportant bleffings,” before He was 
fent forth' ta preach it to otllers. Fhis intimate and 
comforting knowledge of its nature and value gave a 
ſuperior luſtre and energy to his addreſſes, and 
ſpread over his whole life a ſavor 6f rational, fervent, 
and elevated piety. There is no qualification ſo ĩm: 
portant to a goſpel tiniſter as a high degree of per- 
fönal religion. This will enable him to delineate 
and recommend chriſtianity to other in a juſt and 
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ggins ght. It wilh clothe the een 
delivexy of his. public diſcou rles with a natural 
warmth and ſolemnity, equally . remote from cold 
ſpeculation . or artificial parade on the one hang, 
and from a blind and turbulent 2 zeal on the other. 
At the ſame time it will render his private deport- 
ment in the view of his family and flock a continual 
: tranſcript * enforcement of his public miniſtra- 
tions. N 
What an excellevt pattern is here to direct the 
Preparatory ſtudies and views of young gentlemen, 
who contemplate the chriſtian miniſtry as their fu- 
ture profeſſion 4 "ee? 
It is of vaſt importance, my friends, a you No a 
Grm and adequate foundation for the high employ- 
ment before you. Study cloſely, then, the great evi- 
dences, principles, and obligations of religion, as ex- 
Hhibited both by nature and revelation. . Let your 
belief of theſe truths be rational and your acquaint- 
ance with them comprehenſive, experimental, and 
Practical. Lay open your hearts, as well as under- 
ſtandings, te the pure and elevating influence of the 
chriſtian ſyſtem. Let your motiyes in undertaking 
to preach it comport with its heavenly origin, conſti- 
tution and end. Let not the views of ſecular intereſt 
or diſtinction, of, popular fame, nor even of refined 
mental entertainment, or literary eminence, draw you 
0 this holy profeſſion. If you embrace it on ſuch 
Principles, your conduct will not be marked either 


with truth or ſobriety. Tbe ſpirit « of the. office , 16 
violated, and its dignity betrayed by the unworthy 
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views aud behavior of ac who thus preſümptu- 


ouſly invade it. Certainly characters of eminent ſe- 
riouſneſs and integrity, firmneſs and zeal, as well as 
knowledge and prudence, are required to recommend 


and promote chriſtianity, and to bear down the ſo- 
phiſtry and ridicule of its adverſaries, in this enlight- 


ened, ſceptical, and diſſolute age. You will therefore, 


my young brethren, deliberately count the coſt of 


this employment, as well as duly appreciate the honor 
and pleaſure, the perſonal improvement, the preſent 
uſefulneſs, and future reward, which are connected 


with its able and faithful execution. 


In theſe obſervations, my dear Sir, I have the 
pleaſure of expreſſing your ſentiments, as well as my 


own. Our late intimate connexion at a neighboring 
univerſity has given me acceſs to your general ideas 


and feelings reſpeQing the chriſtian religion and min- 


iſtry, as well as a lively intereſt in every event, which 
concerns either your happineſs or aſefulneſs. I fe- 


licitate you on the diſtinguiſhed honor which provi- 


dence has done you in crowning your probationary 
ſervices from the deſk with the early voice of gener- 
al approbation, and in directing the firſt deſtitute ſo- 
ciety which has had the opportunity of enjoying 
them to ſo united an election of you to the paſtoral 
office. I congratulate you that your deſtined lot 
is caſt in this ancient and reſpectable metropolis, 


which « concenters fo large a portion of American learn- 

ing and information, re ſfinement and magnificence. | 
At the ſame time your ſituation here, with its pleaſ- 
ures and advantages will | combige ſome peculiar and 
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delicate trials, which will give -omale exerciſe, both : 
to your prudence and virtue. To enjoy the decent 
pleaſures, to improve the advantages, and ſurmount 
the temptations ef this populous and elegant town in 
a manner becoming the chriſtian miniſter, will re- 
quire a great ſhare: of that divine philoſophy, which 
is learned only in the ſchool of Chriſt. By daily and 
devoutly converſing with the ſublime truths, exam- 
ples, and proſpects which his goſpel preſents, and 
keeping in realizing view the grand and intereſting 
deſign of the chriſtian ; miniſtry, you will be able, 
through: divine grace, to maintain the ſpirit of your 
Ration and to carry it not only into your public exhi- 
bitions, but into the more private and cheerful ſcenes 
of life. This will place you on a ſecure and noble emi- 
nence above the infectious and corrupting influence 
of earthly ſplendor, wealth or amuſement. At the 
ſame time it will enable you to enjoy every proper 
ſource of entertainment in a manner truly rational 
and refined. It will alſo prompt and direct your 
tender and aſſiduous efforts to remove the veil from 
the eyes of thoſe, who are blinded and enſlaved by 
the glittering trifles of this world, and bring them to 
perceive and embrace the divine and immortal hap- 
pineſs, which NED confers on her humble diſ- 
ciples. | 
' While in the light of tia edfoe] and of eternity. you 
view all men as brethren and equals, as joint ſharers 
in the guilt and danger of fin, and in the proviſion 
and offer of ſaving mercy, you will extend the oſſices 
of brotherly and paſtoral affection to all claſſes of 


E. 
your people; you will feel yourſelf᷑ a debtor i he 
poor and the ignorant, as well asſto the more wealthy 
and refined. While you pay a ſuitahle reſpeR to the 
preſent improved ſtate of ſociety, and to the taſte of 
elegant and literary characters, you vill remember 
that the great obje& of the chriſtian miniſter is not 
ts pleaſe or to ſhine} but to make his hearers good 
and happy. To accompliſh this effect upon ſuck a 
vaſt aſſemblage of different ſubjeQs, as center in this 
capital, muſt demand the greateſt exerciſe of wiſe 
and "condeſcending . fidelity; it muſt require the 
alternate application of very different modes of in- 
ſtruction and perfuaſion; it muſt call for a clear and 
powerful inculcatian of all the important e 
precepts, and motives of our holy religion. 0 
In defending the goſpel againſt the attacks th ing 
delity, which in a place ſo populous and expoſed are 
to be peculiarly expected, you will obſerve a happy 
medium between a timid or unbounded complaiſance, 
and a rude unhallowed zeal. Vou will carefully 
aim, on every occaſion, that both your dottrine, ſpirit, 
and deportment may be a conſtant recommendation 
and defence of chriſtianity by "are it in its na- 
tive ſweetneſs, ſobriety, and dignity. n 
Among other weighty and cavcctrigit eie 
to this honorable and uſeful conduct, I might point 
your attention to that cloud of witneſles, to that glo- 
rious company of chriſtian miniſters, which diſtin- 
guiſhed the firſt and beſt days of the goſpel. I might 
bring up to your view a train of reſpectable clergy- 
men Whohave adorned, or ſtill illuminate the churthes 
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ef4histown. I might remind ꝓou f many excellent 
che tester among be leite in this place, who are 
opap18nd unihaken friends to primfitive chriſkianity, 


knegrely 9 heyperſons and mi iniftrations of, its 
keichful inſtrafiarts, Above, ell, let me direct your 
eyes, O the Arberzs AD Hen PRIEST. or 0UR 
TROEES10N, CHRIST Ixs vs; who was faithful to his 
compilſion as the firſt, public Teacher. of the goſpet 
amidl}.a ſeries gf, ynexawpled diſcouragements.; who 
experimentally knows the feelings and trials both of 
the, man and the miniſter ; and whoſe, comforting 
Voice to each c of his u upright an trembling ſervants 
15, LO. 1 A WITH THEE, ALWAY,: | BE THOU FALTH= 
ru, UNTO- DEATH, | AND, 5 WILL GIVE THEE A 
Ne LEES aww, 1 1-653 þ 
„Under, the {miles of t chis gracious Maſter u may your 
fgelity and ſucceſs 2 realize the beſt hopes of your ex- 


FeUentef ather and numerous kriends, contribute em- 
Jon to che religious proſperity, of this r and 


MATE XZ 


e kingdom of heaven... pd | 
bas e brethren of rar and; 'congre- 
(gation, we gratefully Participate with you 1 in the Joy 
of:thes.. day. The amiable diſpoſition, the intellectu- 
aband moral! Improy ements of your Paſtor elect bave 
long recommended him to thoſe, who have known 
both his earlier and: maturer years. Theſe accom- 
pliſhments, joined with his knowledge of human na- 
ture and of chriſtian divinity, form a happy prelage 
* of his future uſefulneſs and honor as a goſpel miniſ- 


7 | 
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ter. At the luce time his? ;youthfal Lo his delicate 
ſenſibilities and his/artuous'crhployenent ſolicit your 
candid and tender iudulgince. Vdu will therefore 
view both his private deportment and public perform- 
ances with a senerouns eye. Vou will cheriſ his 
comfort and reputation. (You will ſteadily and ſe- 
Tiouſly attend his miniſtry. You will meekly receive 


and comply with his faithful admonitiens. vou wo 


aflliſt and encourage him by your affectionzte 
and correſpondent” endeavors Mou will remember 
that neither you nor your children can expect any 
harveſt either bf prefent religious' improvement or 
of future glory flom the beſt ſeed of paſtoral inſtruc- 
tion, unleſs you devoutly concur with your miuiſter. 
Attend, therefore, with earneſt care to the moral and 
religious culture of your own. hearts, and to the 
chriſtian education and government of your houſes. 
Diligently teach your children, both by doctrine and 

example, the reaſonableneſs, importance, and happi- 
neſs of experimental and practical chriſtianity, the 
ſacred and intereſting nature of religious ſentiments 
and inſtitutions, particularly, of public worſhip and 
inſtruction on the day conſecrated to our riſen Lord, 
the great Author and Finiſher of our faith. Let 
your practice bear an open teſtimony againſt that 
ſtriking want of conliſtency and delicacy, of benevo- 
lence and piety, which marks too many characters at 
this day, eſpecially. in ſome of our more polite and 
wealthy Corporations : I refer to thoſe who, while 
they affect a zealous care to introduce and maintain 
learned chriſtian InſtruQors, yet treat their public 
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miziſtrations with untivil and mortifying negleQ. 

By this conduct they ſanRion and promote in the lower 

claſſes of ſociety a contempt of thoſe divine inſtitu- 

tions, on which our preſe nt ſocial intereſts, as well as 
final welfare, confeſſedly depend. 

Excuſe, my brethren, the honeſt but friendly tone 
of this addreſs, and accept my beſt wiſhes and prayers 
for your temporal and everlaſting felicity. 

Fathers and Brethren of this great aſſembly, 4 
If the goſpel contain as we have heard, the words 
of truth and ſoberneſs, if it be the meſſage of divine 
and everlaſting ſalvation to our ruined race, how 
important is it that we all give it a welcome and obe- 
dient reception! How beautiful on the mountains 
of Zion are the feet of. thoſe who bring theſe good 
tidings ! If the truth of the chriſtian ſcheme were on- 
ly probable or barely poſſible, we could not ac- 
quit ourſelves from the charge of madneſs in treating 
it with cold or diſdainful neglect. How unſpeaka- 
bly great, then, muſt be our obligation to believe and 
obey it when we have ſuch various and ſatisfactory 
proof, bothof its divinity and importance! By rejecting 
this proviſion of heavenly mercy we neceſſarily preclude 
ourſelves from its infinite benefits, as well as incur 
the aggravated puniſhment, which ſuch matchleſs fol- 
ly, baſeneſs and impiety demand. : 

But whether we co-operate with, or fight againſt 
this divine plan, it ſhall ſtill go on, till it reach its 
deſtined conſummation. The period is faſt ap- 
proaching, when chriſtianity, ſtripped of eve 
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and difgraceful appendage, fhail unveil her divine 
charms to an admiring world, and by her benign in- 
fluence on the general character and condition of man 
fhall give the moſt pleafing and irreſi ſtible evidence 
of her heavenly original. What benevolent and 
pious heart does not eagerly fpring forward to this 
glorious Era, and contribute its beſt efforts and 
prayers to its ſpeedy arrival ? Above all, what ſober 
mind can avoid anticipating, and with the moſt ſoli- 
citous activity preparing for that ix Ar day, when 
this great ſcheme of providence fhall be finiſhed ; 
when the word of truth, which we now preach and 
hear, ſhall decide our endleſs fate; when, according 
ta the awful deſcription of our Apoſtle, rus Loan 


Irsus SHALL BE REVEALED- FROM HEAVEN IN 


FLAMING FIRE, T@ TAKE VENGEANCE ON THOSE 
WHO OBEY NOT HIS GOSPEL 3 WHO SHALE BE PUN» 
ISHED'WITH EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION FROM HIS 
PRESENCE AND THE GLORY Or HIS POWER 3 WHEN 
HE SHALL COME TO BE GLORIFIED IN HI8 SAINTS, 
AND ADMIRED IN ALL THEM THAT BELIEVE. 


e + 
c H 4 R G E 
RO | BY THE 
Rev. SAMUEL KIRKLAND. 


Youmn have a my dear ſon, in a ſolemn 
and public manner, devoted yourſelf to the ſervice of 
Chriſt in the miniſtry of his goſpel ; and by prayer 

and laying on of hands, you have been ſeparated to 
this holy office. | 
The part aſſigned me in the ſolenin and affecting 
tranſaQtions of the day, is to remind you, whom TI 
may now addreſs, to the joy of the paternal breaſt, as 
my fellow-laborey in the goſpel, of the important duties, 
ſacred obligations and gracious promiſes, that pertain 
to the miniſtry which you have received of the Lord, 
and in his name to enforce them; in hope that the 
bleſſed Spirit will impreſe them, like indelible char- 
acters, on your heart and ours. | 
The keys of the kingdom of heaven are committed 
to you, as to one whom we judge faithful. Go thou 
therefore, and preach the goſpel: teach in the Chriſ- 
tian church; preſent the addreſſes of men to the 
Moſt High who heareth prayer; bleſs in the name of 
the Lord; adminiſter the ordinances of the goſpel ;- 
and introduce others as occaſion may invite into the 


\ 


minifihrial office, ever keeping in mh * exhorta- 
tion to lay hands ſuddenly on no man.” 

Your paſtoral care is to be more immediately exer- 
ciſed, and your miniſterial labors more eſpecially de- 


voted to the church and religious ſociety, who have 
called you to the important ſervice ; and whoſe call 


you have now accepted in the moſt public and ſol- 
emn manner. By diligence and fidelity, exhibit to 
them inconteſtable evidence that you are willing to 
ſpend and to be ſpent, to promote their improvement 
and happineſs. 

In the courſe of your preaching, aſſert the being 
of the one living and true God; and diſplay his per- 
fections and glory, whoſe name alone is Jeho- 
vah. Declare the goodneſs and reaſonableneſs of 
the divine law as the eternal rule of righteouſneſs; 
man's original ſtate of innocence; his preſent un- 
done condition and entire moral depravity in conſe- 
quence of the firſt apoſtacy; the righteouſneſs of the 
divine ſentence of condemnation on tranſgreſſors; 
the abſolutely hopeleſs condition of men without a 
mediator. Labor to convince your hearers of their 
deplorable ſtate by nature, that they may ſee aud 
feel the neceſſity of an intereſt in the Savior; then 
point out to them this only remedy which God hath 
provided, the Lord Feſus Chriſt, in the dignity of his 
divine perſon and the unequalled excellencies of his 
mediatorial character: by the many and weighty ar- 
guments which the - goſpel furniſhes, ** compel them 
to come in” to the obedience of faith and acknowl- 


. 


* of the truth. _ Urge them from the conſid- 
eration of the majeſty of God ; his ſtupendous love 
in the gift of a Savior ; the great ſalvation and rich 
mercy, which he freely offers and as freely gives to 
all who are deſirous of it. Knowing the terrors of 
the Lord, perſuade them with bowels of tendereſt 
pity to be reconciled to God. 

Proclaim the purchaſe and deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt through the atonement, to ſanctify the elect 
people of God: hold forth the nature and neceſlity 
of regeneration by the power and efficacious grace of 
God. Teſtify to ſinners of every deſcription repent- 
ance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : in the whole of this matter ſtudy to approve 
yourſelf ro God ; give to each his portion, ſtrong 
meat to them, who are able to bear it ; but deal gent- 
Iy with the lambs and feeble of the flock, and herein 
imitate the condeſcenſion of the _ and good ſhep- 
herd. | 

Shun not to declare the als counſel of God. 
Keep back nothing that will be profitable to your 
people. Teach the way of God in truth; and call 
no man maſter on earth ; for one is your maſter, 
even Chriſt. 

See that you faithfully adminiſter the ſeals of the 
new covenant, baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, to 
mete and proper ſubjects. Exerciſe the diſcipline of 
Chriſt's houſe, not as lording over God's heritage. 

You are this day conſecrated a biſhop, an overſeer, 
a ſteward in the houſe of God: it is required in 


nds that a man be found faithful. Let your eye 

_ "therefore be fingly direRed to the glory of God and 
the beſt good of your people. Give yourfelf wholly 
your work, that your profiting may appear im all. 
Let your time and talents heteeforward be confecta- 

ted time and conſecrated talents: Be an example of 
the believers in word, in converfation; in charity, in 
ſpirit, ia faith, in purity ; and no one will deſpiſe 
your youth, Flee whatſoever is nnbecomingf a chrif- 
nam and a mi niſter, that if it be poſſible you may ob- 
tain a good report of them alſo that are without. 
„Fake heed to thyſelf and to thy doctrine; for in 
fs doing thou ſhalt both fave thyſelf and them that 
hear these: Take heed to thyſelf.” This is # fun- 
damental charge, which is firſtly and conſtantly ts be 
regarded, He is poorly qualified: to lea@ others in 
the way of ſalvation; who is not experimentally and 
pradtieally acquainted: with it Kimſelf. But 1 hope 
better things of you, my ſon, though I thus ſpeak. 
Yet what holy vigilance, and conftant prayer, what 
humility and ſelf.denial, ought you to exerciſe, left 
that by any means, when you have preached to oth- 
ers, you yourſelf ſhould be a caſt away. If you are 
faithful in the diſcharge of your truſt, you will deliv- 
er your on ſoul; be pure from the blood of all men, 
and a ſweet ſavor of Chriſt to God in them that per- 
Ih; as well as in them that are ſaved: and then you 
may alſo comfortably hope for the divine bleſſing on 
your endeavors. O, my ſon; this is the warmeſt wiſh 
of your father's heart, that you may have many ſouls 
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4s ſeals of -our minifiry, which ſhall — 
and joy, . | 


Lord Jeſus at his coming : You are a ſon of prayers 


and of vous: May God Almighty bleſs you ; * and _ 


years as a bright tar in the Redeemer's hand, when 
your natural father, am ſet” and ſeen no more. 

Finally, that you may attgin the ends'of your min- 
iſtry and experience its bleſſed fruits in your own ſal- 
vation andthat of your people, we, who art yourfathers 
in the goſpel, by virtue of our office, do entreat and 
charge you in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
to take heed to the miniſtry, which you have re- 
ceived; we beſeech and charge you by the dear and 
glorious name of the ever blefſed Jeſus, to take care 
of the honor of his name in your miniſtrations : oh, 


never rob him of his glory, who is God-man, media- 


tor ; never deny the Lord, who hath bought you. 
We beſeech and charge you by the blood of Chriſt, 
by the mercies of the living God, by the invaluable 
worth of precious immortals, that you fulfil all your 
miniſtry ; and wateh for fouls as one that muſt give 
an account. 

We charge you by the folemnities of this day, by 
the vows of God, which you have now taken upon 
you ; we charge you in the preſence of thoſe, who 
have called you to minifter in holy things, in the 
preſence of this whole aſſembly, and of the elect an- 
gels; and finally, we charge you in the preſence of 

almighty God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
is committed all judgment, wha hath eyes as a flame 


may you increaſe, whilſt I decreaſe ; and ms. ED = 


of fire, and in the light of eternal glory will require 

at our hands what we have done,gvith the goſpel he 
gave us to preach, and what are become of the ſouls 
he committed to our care; we charge you to fulfil 
the work of your miniſtry, and by your preſent dili- 
gence, zeal and fidelity , prepare to give up your 
account with joy. _ 

It is a ſtrait and thorny — into which you have 
entered; as we your fathers in the miniſtry know by 
experience. ou will find in it great difficulties and 
much oppoſition ; and from a clear and impreſſive 

- view of the magnitude of the truſt, will be often led 
to cry out © who is ſufficient for theſe things,” and 
who can undertake the miniſterial office without 
trembling ? But remember that you ſerve the beſt 
of maſters, whoſe ſtrength is perfeQed in weakneſs ; 
and are. engaged in the beſt of works ; a work, in 
which the eternal God, and his holy angels are con- 
ſtantly employed. Eſpecially, for your ſupport and 
conſolation under the nameleſs difficulties and trials 
of your office, hear only one word from our aſcended 
Lord, Lo, I am with you:“ Gracious promiſe! 
this is enough : this is all: you can aſk no more. 
Lo, I am with you, as a friend, a counſellor, a ſhield,” 
a guardian. 

Take courage then, my ſon. The maſter is kind, 
the cauſe is good, the conflict ſhort, the crown glori- 
ous, and eternity long enough for reſt, Yet a little 

*Wbile if thou continue faithful, and the joys of heav- 
en will be poured into thy ſoul, in that bleſſed ſent- 
_ ence, ©* Well done, good and faithful ſervant, enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 
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By Y this primitive, eee 683 —We, the 
miniſters of the golpel here preſent, receive and re- 
cogniſe you as our brother, our equal, and our fellow 
laborer i in che kingdom and Pati tienee of our Lord 
1 eſus Chriſt. 

Are your feet od with the preparation of the goſ- 
pel of peace? Are you ready to go through all the 
difficult duties of the miniſterial office? Are you wil- 
ling to be partaker of the afflitions. of the goſpel; 


and to endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier of * 
Chriſt ? | 9 


MI! 2239 146: 1 {43D 7 ö 


Then, „weleome, Brother intacherLond ad 
Let your hands be filled with work and your heart 


with love to the L .ord Jeſus;Qhriſt, and to theſe —_ L 
which he hath t putchaſed with tus own 5 


Let your aim be to win ſouls, Let 
ment among your people be gentle, & 
F 
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defirous of them as to be willing to impart to thei 
not the goſpel of God only, but your own ſoul, be- 
cauſe they are dear to you. 


As your brethren, 1 we ſhall be always ready to af- 


ford! you 48) Akiflanics and rlIlef, Which you-tnay 
need and we be able to, impart ; and in return, we 
ſhall expect the — as there may be occa- 


* 


May the great Shepherd eyer be Surren and 
his ſpirit your comforter, May you be ſupported by 
divine grace, in all- your. duties and all your trials; 
and may your ſervices in the cauſe of religion meet 
with acceptance from God and man. 
When you ſhall have finiſhed your courſe of duty 
and of trial; and be called to give: up your 1 — 


may you be able to flo it with joy; and have the 


people of your chatte for the ſeals of your miniſtry. 
and for 4 crown of rejoicing, in the day. of the 
Lord. , , "4c: 1643 iG 9 I wade 


„Nees win this' Church and Congregation, ee. OY) 
As we have heretofore' been partakers with you is in 
your ſorrows, we uo. rejoice i in your conſolation. 
Our younger brothet, 'who has devoted "himſelf | 
to the ſervice of your ſouls, demands your candor 
and tenderneſs. From your ptüdence, your experi- 
ence and your generdfity, we doubt : not t that he "will | 


1 all chat comfort an ſupport which h he may... 
4 YTgl Un JL 
need ; &: your profiting under r bi miniſtry, we 
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, tharkis' labc or will not ot be in vain. oe 
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May thg ſolemn tranſactions of this day be a ſource 

of pleaſure and improvement to you and your chil-' 

dren. May the peace of God which paſſeth all un- 

derſtanding keep your hearts; and may the God * 
love and peace delight to dwell with you. 
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